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Tlie ITouso was called to ordi.T by the Clerk at 
twelve o'clock, ni. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move, Mr. Clerk, tluM 
tlie rcsoliiiion coMfiiiin? dcbaUi to ten minutes! be 
euspeiiiled until next Wcthio'sduy, unless other- 
wise ordered by tlic [louse. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, (intcrruptin;^.) I do not 
wish to interrupt the gctillenuin, or to tiikellio floor 
from him for un instant; but I would ivsk him to 
modify his motion by adding to it a proviso tliat 
there shall lie no volini^ until th;it time. The 
gciitleman iVouJ Ohio will see the reason of this: 
It is, that those members \vl:o do not wish to take 
jmrt in the d(;b;Ue may be at liberty to attend, to 
the business of tlieir consliluenis. 

Mr. CA MPBGLL. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Clint.man] can move that as an 
amend ment Afterward s . 

" My reason, Mr. Clerk, for making this motion 
is, that on yesterday the House, by resolution, 
gave notice tliai " depositions" would be taken, to 
betjsed on the hearing of the " bills of discovery" 
in regard to plailorms." It is not possible i'or 
the. honorable gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
lliciiAiiusov,] tlie honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. I'anks,] and the honorable 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fumxh,] 
or any of the other gentlemen who are before the 
House as candidates for tlio speakership, to de- 
fine their position in ten minutes. 1 do not know 
hOiW far it is proposed to carry on this invesliga- 
tibri — ;how far back we are to go, or to what extent 
the polit ical platforms of this day or of past times 
arc to be overhiuiied lor repairs. I have never 
had a great deal of respect for jjlatforms— never 
an?/ unless mv ov.^n judgment apjiroved them. 

Now, sir, ( would iiiibrm the gentlemen who 
arc to be inierro_E;aied, tluU. [ have here a sf;rap- 
bobk, v.'hich I leiidt;r to them for their use. It 
contains, I believe, all the political platforms thai 
have been adopted since 183^; all those on the 
■layery rpiestion since 1840; I have here the pkit- 
form of the Democrntic party v/hen the question 
of the nnnexation of Texas was before the coun- 
try; the celebrated Nicholson letter platform in 



1848; the platform of 1S;*5 of both tlic politict 
piirties of this country, declaring that there 
should bo " no'agitaiion of the slavery question in 
Congress or out of it." ! have also some more 
ancient platforms: I liave the I'-Jufialo and the 
Pittsburg plalforms. I have those which are still, 
more ancient: I have in my hand two plalforms* 
for which i have high regard — the Constitutio'n 
of the United States and tlie Declaration of tiidc- 
pendcnce. I woi^id have had the I'ibic, with a 
view to refer those who are about, to testify on 
the tpiestion of human slavcrv, pa.rticularly to n: 
platform made in the mountain by the Savior of 
mankind, for the jrovernment of the conduct of 
men. I allude to Christ's sermon on the Mount; 
but I understand tliat thai book is not to be had 
in the Congressioiuil Lii»rary. 1 believe there 
was one copy of it there a long time ago, but it 
is said to havi! been removed to make room fbr 
the works of Eugene Sue. 

I profess, Mr. Clerk, to stand politically on the 
two platforms I h;ive I'.rst a'iuded to— the Con- 
stitution of the United States and the Declaration 
of Indoi)cr.d(:nce. In t.iy intercourse with my 
fellow man 1 try, wiiiioiit success, to adhere to 
liic jilatform last nien'ioncd. I v.-ish to make 
this suggestion to the Clerk, for tlie benefitof the 
gentlemen wlio are to be interrogated in rcferetice 
to the twacUlle ccntiiincd ii^. Uieso party plat- 
forms—particularly to my friend from Illinois^. 
[Mr. iricHMiosox,] that there should be a card 
[daced over that chair during this investigation 
containing the v.-liolcsome warning found over 
the doors of railroad cars, " ll is dangerous to 
slaitd on the platform!'^ [Laughter.] I make it 
particularly for tiie benefit of my friend from Il- 
linois: " It h dangi'.roas lo sicind on the pialfoyin^*' 
wliich the Democratic party made at the time he 
was nominated. My personal esteem for that 
gentiomtui induces mo to warn hint, and the engi- 
neers oHiis train, of the impending danger. They 
are frying to make great sj)eed uj>o.n ix '^Jlatb'jar*' 
track, and there is dip'iger of snake-heads! 

It is well known, w'Ken testimony \y!js lasttak«t , 
here by the honorable gentleman frpm Ecntucky.f 



[Mr. Cox,] !\3 to Imw tlm Domonvits construi.'il 
the Ni.'hnisk.'i bill in the North aiul in tlic South, 
in rol'i;n'i:cc to its oflrcts on sUwory, that it v.ms 
shown most c.k'iirly that the soiitliefn Democrats 
niai,lo it mean oiif thin?;, anil the northm-n Demo- 
crat.-; an cniireiy diiilnvnt th.inir. It'thc g-enliein i!! 
.stands ujion that lilalfurni he will be in daniri.'r of 
a collision l)et\veen the.su l\vo I.1cntO!.'ratie. trains, 
one ruiniing north and tli(>, olhi.rr soulh u|ion ilii' 
.siunc party track. Mr. Clerk, in Iriemlsliiji, 1 
tjive the i^entleman and liiii iViends, in advance, 
vlio hcncilt of this v/arning, " is daugcruus to 
iiand en {he 'i)Uilfurm !'' 

.AJr. r.ARlvSDALE. I :-hould like to ask the 
go-jiileman tVoni Ohio one qni'.slion. 

Ml-. CAMPijl'^LL. ]n my tea minutes f liave 
not time to ho interro,i;ated and to ans'.ver. I 
merely wislied to f^ive notice at the .start that 1 
sliail claim the rii^ht to put cros-s interrorjatories 
to tho.sc witne.s«(,'S v.dio are to bo que.stioiieth 

My. BAIUvSDALE. T!ie gvntl.;nian says 
there is a dilTerencL! in the eonstruction of tlic 
Nubraslca and Kansas [dattorni among the Dem- 
ocrats iN'orth and South. Now, v/hat I ^vant to 
know is, whether there is any (lirienniee of opin- 
ion in rcfereDce to it in the Re])u!)lican party.' 

Air. CA.Al!?]]ELL. 1 have made no in;iuirics 
of the Republican party on tliat point. 1 do not 
speak by authority for that ])arty or any other, 
1 will tell the gentleman whtit I think of the No- 
i.n-aska act. I have ceased to s[)eak for or be 
respoiislble fin* any pcr.son l)Tit myself. I regard 
it as one of the nio.st iiiinuitous and unjutit acts 
that (.'ver pasrscd by the vole of Congress — poteiU 
for evil, piow'M-li.'.-s for good results. 

Mr. ]:;ARKSDALE. _ One giviiur the South 
tile full measure of tlu'ir rightr^, and nothing more. 
Doi'S the g'MUh'nian obji-ct to that.' 

:\i:r. CAMPBELL. * I speak for myself, and 
I have always said I am willing togivi.; the South 
and their slaves their I'uU rights, undm- the Coii- 
atitulion; in/tiiing niore — Jiothing n\ore. My ten 
miue.ti.'s have exiiire(|. 

Mr, JMClIAU'DSON obtain-d the fioor. 

Mv. OPcll, 1 lioj-se the gentleman from lihnois 
will sus])i-nd u;;lil vre can have a voti; upon the 
motion of the genjlievian tVoni Ol'.io, [Zvlr. Camv- 
DEi.!.,'J to suspend the t.-;n-nune,t(.' rulo. 

Mr. JON]'.;:', of I'enni'sst.'e.. I see no necessity 
for rescliv.ling the ten-minute rule at all, for ariy 
pariimlar length of tinv:". i v/ould suggest tlnj 
projM'iety of suspending it so lar as ;o .alio v.- t'nise 
genilcnien for v. hum tlu; ilousi; has been voting 
vvhiitover time they may vv'isii to iinsv.'er sucli 
questions as maybe propounded to tiiern.orat 
least (0 answer the in'i.'rroge>,t()ries ad(Ires;-:ed to 
them !)y my coilmiirue, [Mr. Zou.icorrr.K.] That 
CfUi be dime v.-:th.out n^seinding the ru.le geut.ridiy. 
The House I'.as voted tliat it is rigiil tliat tliose 
gentlemen should answer tleiso iutorroge.torii.'s, 
and ! take it tor grant(;d t!ie IToviSe will give them 
sri!]ici''iu time lo r.'ply. i hope, then't'ore, that 
this ride will Ije susjieiided so far ar; the genllo- 
mon who have been voted for for Sp^'uker are 
concerned, in ansv.'ering the questions that may 
be put to tliem; but no further, 

?>Ir, Mf LLSON. I trust the TIouso will not 
suspend the rule limiting debate at nil; and i arn 
.'■•till more unwilling that the rule should be su.s- 
pended for the reason assign(;d by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Cajipuell. J [A Voiced " Tliat 's 



right!"] Sir, the House yesterday adopted a res- 
(diition, general, abstract in its terius, iiaving no 
special a]"ip!ication to any parlievdar candidates 
ff:r (nhee, but simidy declaring tb.at, in tlie judg- 
ment of the nvanbers ol' this flonse, candi(.iat^"'s 
lor ]iolitic;',l oiilces ought to make kntiv,-n tiudr 
O)iinions to t'nose who are asked to vote- for liicm. 
1 1 has )io speciid ajiplication to those gentlemen 
v.'ho hav(? been voted for lierc as candidates for 
the ])0st of Speaker. 

I beg leave to say, with all duo de^jrenoc to 
oihcr gentlemen, th:it 1 think tin: House would 
place its.'lf in a sonxewh.-tt undignified position 
by now susjieiuling the rule for the exjn'es.s inir- 
pose of inviting those geiiili'irien fur v/hom they 
havi! been voting for tlic last siix weelcs to explain 
tiieir vi'.'ws. 

Mr. CLI.NG:.[AN. 1 woLihl suggest to ...a 
gentle^nnan, that he move to lay the niolioii of the 
ginitleman from Ohio on thetal.)le. 

Mr. i\HLLSON. I shall ipresentiy do so 
?.T.r. Clerk, this resolution, as T have said, is gen- 
eral in its terms, i did not vote I'or it as a special 
invitation to those gentleinmi v/ho are canilidaies 
tor til!.' position of Speaker, to address the House 
in explanation of their ojviiiion, or to ])lacc ihem 
under any sort of obliga'lon to do so. 1 am not 
willing that my vots.', s!;vnding as it does in fa.vor 
of that resolution, shedl be so construed. 

If those gentlemen desire to express their views, 
I Inive no oiijiM'tion; and I have no doubt that the 
House will aeqnii'scc in their wishes, and afibrd 
them an opnorie.nity of didivoring their senti- 
ments, ljut I thinlc. it is hardly consistent with 
thedi;.:nity of the House to invite those genllemen 
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anil, a.nd to Ruspimd tliis rulf 



under tho 



idea that th.ey di-sire to be heartl, wh.e!! no isuch 
desire has been intimated by any of t'leni, I do 
not thir.k the House may lu-Ojicrly jdaoe tlioni in 
that p.esiiion. 

Tf other gentlemen designed to give the resolu- 
tion passed yesterday this special application, I 
certandy did not. {f the eainlidatcs desire to 
spee>k, te.e Ho;i.!;e v/ill, I am sure, readily afford 
tiiem the opportuni!3/. If questions are put to 
tlieni, they (um answer, or not, as they may think 
prop,er; but I do not think this House should 
resolve itsell'into a debating society, Ibr (he dis- 
eus-gion of tul possible subject.s that can be brought 
befnnj it. 

Y'7"here is this debate to stop? What question 
may not be }iut to these gentlemen.' If any eon- 
tl"!nan should aslc my fr:<.'nd from Illinois [h.lr 
tltciJAunsex] whf;t!ier !io Vv-ould be v/illing tr, 
reeo':;i!/.e tin; Y'/'alkergfu-ernment in Nicaragua, ii, 
iitld be saiil not to be altogether imjiertinent, for 



iker of I lie House is the fourth ofilccr of 
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the Sp 

tin; ce.unn-y, a-.id in certe.in contingencies, u'ould. 
!)(! called on to admiiiistcr tho executive dutie.s 
of the Cbn-ei-nment. Then the question, though 
not pertinciit to ihu duties of tlie Speaker's cliair, 
v.'ould be pertinent to the dutie.s which he might 
coiitijigejiily be e;>;l,M| qu to oxecute iii the event 
of ve.canei'-s in the nlu'-es of President, Vice Pres- 



ident, and President ol' the .Se.'iat 



ense of tlie Hou^e on the questioji, I 



There' fore, 



to te-st ih 

movi; that the resolution submitted by thegentic 
man from Ohio be iai.d on the table 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the gentleman 
from Virginia and the gentleman from Oliio to 
M'ithdnuY tiieir several urouositiona If it shouU' 
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happen to be necessary, in order that gentlemen 
may answortiie questions wliicharo propounded to 
tlicni, it will then, be time onou<;h to ask tlic House 
for the extension, vSo far as I am concerned,! 
now repeat what I said yesterday — that lam ready 
to rci>ly to tlio ((uestiois v;hif:h have been pro- 
pounded by the i>ent!enian from Teiinessce, [Mr. 
ZoLLicov i'ku.] If the })roposU;ons abovv! men- 
tioned are withdrawn, 1 think that I shall, bcabli; 
to conclude what [ wisli to say v/ithin the time 
allotted under the rule. 

Mr. ].]]NGHA:.r obtained the Hoor. 

The CLEllK. .Debate is out of order; there 
is a |)roposition to lay on the table pendinc^. 
_ Mr. CA:\iPB]':LL, of Cdiio. ] have no objec- 
tion to tl;e v;ithdrawal of my motion. I made 
l.hc motion with a view to accommodate genlle- 
nien. 1 have no idea, iioweve-', that rny frieiid 
can travel overall the p:round embraced by those 
questions in ti^n miiiutes. 

Several '3.Ii:mi}eiis. if not; wc can then extend 
the time. 

Mr. CA'AIPHELL. I wuhdraw my motion. 

Mv. niiVGIIAM. Befun; tlic gentli.'man from 
Illinois, [iVlr. llicuAnnsoN,] or any ollnu" of the 
candidates for Sneaker, shall proceed to answer 
the interrogatories of the gentleman front Ten- 
nessee, [l\lr. ZoLLicorFcij] 1 desire to pv.t some 
questions to the hotiora!.i!o gentleman front Jili- 
tiois, [Mr. iliciiAunsoN,] and to whicli 1 hope 
to receive explicit aiuswin-s from tlnit gentlemaii, 
as also from ilie oiher candidates now before the 
House, in presenting these interrogatories, 1 
desire to nvise no cap;i'.)iis o! ejections to the sen- 
tiatents of the honorable gentletnan from Illinois, 
but to ascertain disiincliy and cieariy what sense 
(liat gentleman att;u'i)es lo the terms used in his 
platl'urm, to wit: ''the j)rhtcip!us of tlie Kansas- 
Nebraska act?" also, the sense lie attaches to 
those other words, squatter sovereignty," uj)on 
which the clKUigi;s have i;ecii rniii:: for tin.; last 
two years from one end of the land to the other; 
and especially the eft'ect Ite gives to the term 
'•nationality," v/hic,:i has beeii used so often, 
and with such cmpliasis;, ir; this I.j.a)l, by that 
gentleman and his parly? I, too, have some 
reverence for nationality, l.)Ut it is the.nati(.mality 
v/hich S]")rings from that unity of Government 
wliicli constitutes us one people; and that I may 
know precisely tiic honorable gentleman's viev.-s 
of nationality, I beg leave to present to him the 
following intijrrogat<.iries: 

[. Do you hold th:it the Constitution of the 
United Stales extends to, a,nd is of full force 
within, the several Territories thereof? 

11. Do you ludd that tlie people of any of said 
Territories have the rii^ht to make any law withiii 
said Territories, whereliy any person therein shall 
i)C deprived '* of life or librrty," excf])t as jnin- 
ishivicnt for crinTe on due conviction? 

Hi. Do you hold tliat the, jieoide of th<.^. Terri- 
tory of Kansas luivc the right, tuider ih'.' C(ni:..ti- 
tution, to proln'iiit slavery v.'ithin said T.-rriiory 
Jit all times, l)()th beiore :ind after their organiz,a.- 
tion into a »Slate ? 

iV. Do you liold that the jieoplc of said Ter- 
ritory, undt;r the Cmistitni ion, have the pov.vr 
and th.c right to h.-grJi/.c; slavery within said Ter- 
ritory by Icgishitiv;; ei).ictment; and the further 
power and right thereby to protect and maintain 
slavery therein, by making it a penal oifen.'sc for 



! any person within said Territory to sjteak or 
; write a.gainst such system, or to aid or assist any 
i man h.eld as a slave williin said Territory to cs- 
cnjie th(>r(.'from, with the intent to secure the per- 
sonal liberly of such slave? 

! V. Do you hold that, under the Constitution, 
i a person held to service or labor within said Ter- 
ritory, esea]iir>g therelVom into any Slate of this 
Union, can be reclaimed trnde-r the fugitive .slave 
I law, or is such ]")(>rson within the extradition 
' clause of the second section of article four of tlic 
Constitution ? 

VI. Under the Constitution of tlieUnited States, 
I can the people of any of its Territories rightfully 
or legally establi.T.h any but a repnl)liean forn.i of 
governn.ient therein? and do yoti hold that to be 
a rejiublican govcrnme;it vvhich converts the 
majority of its subjecis into chattels, and subjects 
them to the absolute despotism of th.e minority? 

These, sir, are the questions which I put to 
the honorable gentlem.an, and to each of which 1 
hojie to receive from that gentleman direct an- 
swers. 1 Avill not further detain the Ilouse. 

Mr. BOYCE. I will also rcatl to the House 
some interrogatories which I would be glail to 
have the gentleman from Massachusetts [Air. 
Banks] answer. They are these: Arc you in 
favor of restcu'ing the Missouri restriction, or do 
you go f)r the entire prohil.)ition of slavery in all 
iiie Territories of the United Slates ? Are you 
in favor of abolishing slavery in th'>. District of 
Columbia of the United St.aies, ami the XLiitcd 
States forts, dock-y;u"ds, <Szc. ? Do you believe 
in the (^quality of the white and black races in 
the United States; and do you wish to promote 
that political eqx^ality by legislation? Arc you 
in fav(n"of ihc entire cxehision of adopted citizens 
and Roman Catholics from ofiice? Do you favor 
the same modification of the tarilf now that you 
did iit x\ic Inst session of Congress? 

Mr. iliG[I-\llDSf)N obtained the floor. 
INTr. IIlJM;PI.illEY MAPcSllALL. The gen- 
tleman will excuse me a moment. There must 
be several more batches of these interrogatories, 
i\nd 1 think that it v/ould bo Ijetter for gentlemen 
to file theui with lh(; Clerk, and lo allow the can- 
didates to reply to them in a |.Hiblicatio,n at fviiy 
time; for instance, at their own convenience. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Am 1 entitled to the floor? 

The C.LERK. Thc^geiulenuui from Illinois 
was I'ecoo^iiizeJ by the Clerk, 

Mv. RiCHARDSOLV. Air. Clerk, gentlemon 
h.ave choseii, by written iiiterrogalories, to inquire 
into the political opinioiis of gentlemen who have 
!.ieen voted for upoii this floor in relation to ques- 
tions ji!ist, vtresent, and future. 1 know not, und, 
care not, v.-hether the object is discussion here or 
discussion som.ewhere elsr.-. I hold tliem to the 
issues presented to ]ne, and I siiall endeavor to 
answer tiu.'ir questions as fully, freely, and frankly 
;is may l)e p.-»ssible. 

1 nrAv send to the Clerk's d(>sk the questions 
wliich have been jiropoumled to mo, and 1 ask 
lliet the first of them may lie read. 

The Clerk read tlie first question, as follows: 
(liicslion proponu'h'ii lyMr. ZoLiacoFi'KK lo Mr. llicnAitn- 

Am I ri:;lit in riinpnsijn,' t-iattlie ^(intlcnjanfioin IlliaoH 
plr. l{'.criA!!iJS():>-] rcgnrd.-i liiu KuUHas-iVebniska bill ;is 
jtiDiiiodvf! ii! tiie forin.-iiiori of Iree titates in tlie Tcrritorie!? 
ol' iCuuras and Xebraska 



Mr. RTCIIAUDSON. Tn reply to tho first;! 
qiKNStion of the i^eiitloman from Tmincssco, [Mr. ;| 
ZoLLicoi' KKU,] I liave to say! voted for the bills '] 
or.c;ani/.iii;^ die Territories of Nebraska and Kan- !; 
sas because 1 thoui^lit them just to all, and 1 de-j, 
fcnJud that vote before my constituents upon tliatlj 
ground. 1 intended then, and 1 intend now, that ii 
the people who go there, or who have gone tliore, ij 
Khali decidu tho queytion of slav(!ry for th.em- !' 
selves, and, so fl\r as I could, admit them as|| 
States, with or \vithout slavery, as the people jj 
sliouUi decide. In common with ]iorth(?rn and ;; 
southern g(.intlcmen, 1 have said that, in my opin- i 
ion, slavery would liever go there; but I havcj; 
never, here or elsewhere, urged that as a reason 
why I voted for that bill. I voted for tlio bill ;! 
because it was just, right, and projier, and Avanted : 
iiothijig more to defend raysclf. I repeat lierc an ;' 
argument I have made over and over again before ;; 
my constituents, and it is tliis: if a majority of |; 
the people of Ka)isas or iNTebraska are in favor jj 
of slavery, they will have it; if a majority are 1; 
opposed to it, then they will not have it. This is 
the })ractical result of every theory advocated by ,1 
the friends of tho Nebraska and ivansas hill. 1 i- 
gave my sanction to this principle in :5upporting ;. 
the territorial bills of and have uniformly :; 

supported the same principles since, whenever . 
pr(;sented for my action, and shall continue to do I 
so i)) all future cases that may arise. It i;iaprin- 
ciple lying at the foundation of all jiopuhir Gov- 
ornsnenls, that the people of each sepaniteor tiis- 
tinct connauniiy shall decide ibr tliemselves the 
nature and character of ihe institutitm.s under, 
wliich they sliali live, and by this i)riiieip!o I am , 
.prej^arcd to live and die. 1 thercl'oro voted lur ^ 
tjie iSebra.ska and ivansas bill neither as a pro- . 
slavery nor anti-slavery measure', but as a ir.e-as- 
ure of equ.al right and justice to the people of all 
sections of (uu- comnioii country. 

Vv'iil the Cleric now read the next question ? j; 

Tiie Clerk read the second question, as follows: : 

"Am I liulit in sii;i|)o::i)is tliut lu> .'KlvoL'r.li's rite con-rtitii- ' 
tionuliiy of iiie Wiimut pnivi--() ? t!i;a in !t^">U, Ik; upposiu! ■; 
iu; apiiii'jiilioii to 'i'ci iiioiius ;u.''(ii[n.'(i iVoni .Mcxict only 
upon Uu; ^roi:M;l tii;i!. it wa.-. uiinccc:iwnj, i;i;i>i!Hi<;li as !lu.' 
Jije.vii-nn loi:;'.! i;i\V.i'in timsi- 'i\Mri^~M i("s iilrv'iviiy f;/.o'/s.'.'c>/ 
siuKiT]!^ \vl!i<:li (iniriit lo h'.: snslh'ifiit I'.ir ail Fn-f; V'njl nfn ? 
•li'.d l!i;ir lie coMMniUcd liiiiisi'li' to lln' jinriiion, thai ifti-iTi- 
t.orial liil!;< (^ii(:(!t iijHia tin: s!i!)j('<.'t of siaviTV. and loavin;; 
tin: Mi'.vii'an laus in opr.jatf) wen; (!i;ri:al"{l, In! v.-uulil 
vote iVir liills Willi tho Wihiiift iiroviso in Iheni :•' ! 

Mr. RICllAilDSO?-r. The "next quostion 
requires a niori.: extended reply. In the y. ar iSiXi 
we accjuirrd Louisiana: it v/fis slave icrriiory. , 
In 1>':.''J v>-e divided, by iine of 3t;o that t.-.n-i- 
tory , noi'lh of I In: li-ii.' v,-;vs to he fr<;e. Jn Ic l.j v/e 
anjiexcd Trxar;; that v/as slave torritoi-y; M"e di- 
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-thai — norih. lo bclVi e. In 15-18 v/e acijuircd tor- I 



to exercise that power, except upon the principle 
of comprontisc. In this connection I desire to read 
from a speech of mine, delivered in this Hall 
April 3, 1850, and make a word or two of com- 
ment upon it: 

"Tlicre i^*, F regret to say, a willingness upon the par* 
of tlic DiMMocrats of tlic North to sc(! thir! proviso pjis^scd, 
that G(;neral Taylor may l)e coniiiollcd to yliovv to tho 
world, and the' re.-;! of mankind,' who was ciiratod in 
the lak presidential oloction — wJanlicr it was lii^ frionds 
North or .So\ith. 'J'licy know that a fraud was practiciul 
upon tho one or the othfr. Tliny know that in tliC Sonth, 
(Jiinoral 'i'aylor was rcprcscntod as ail liiat any one in 
favor of slavery oxt(MiHi(ni could dosiro— llsat ho was hoinul 
to soulhurn institutions by two hnndrcd ijonds. At the 
Xortli, it wa.s said that lid wa:5 for confinini: slavery to its 
prosont limits. i)m: or tin; olher was cheatt'd. i'.iu 1 snh- 
iiiit to toy northern frionds, if ilu; pcacu ;uid hannony of 
iwf^nly ndllions of people, and thi; perpetuity of our free 
institutions, is not of more; iniportaiiec than the exposure 
of this had i'aitli ujion Ihe part of an Adniiui.-jration that, 
if li.'t alone, will fall hy its own wuiLditf The puhlic voice 
every wlierij indi'.'ates its certain and ineviiahii; over- 
throw. 

"Ill limes past our iKilicy sooner or later has prevailed, 
atnl w(! should stand firm, however dark ilu? hour, «':ncmir- 
aued hy fonnor s)ic(!ess. ' Wo should not ho driven iVom 
onr i)o-ifions hocauso our opponents have to come to tliont 
for satoty. I mi.iiht ask them if they arc to ho driven from 
tli(!ir tiriu and st(!r;i opposition to a United Slat'.!s hank, 
lier-ause those who onoo tliou;rlit that certain ruiti wotild 
lay wa-te the. latid luilcss such an iiistiuuion was incor 
i)oiatod, have elianu'cd their opiuioiH, it.'id wtand with ns jn 
opposition.- Are tliey v.illin':: to lii; driven in opposition 
to tho iiidependeut tivasnry, hecaiisii those who oih'o op- 
posed now support it? Ari; you to he driven fnnu all tire, 
past, now triumphanriy vimiiraied, lieCnii.;(! o[»p(isi;ioii lia.s 
ocaA'd.'' \Vo sininld stand linu ia tlie support of riirlil. 
tnitli. flu; Constiuition ol'oiir counuy. m. maiter wiio sliall 
conu! to liieir siiijjioit, fir desert ; stand hy ilieiii lo the inst. 
and if they fall let ns perish with tliein. Wi; should never 
se.rvive the existmcii of jlds <Mi\ i;nui!ent. 

" 'i'iiere is Olio tliii!!.' tlial i wish, ia this conneetifm. ]\Tr. 
Chairnian, to say to ilie ;ren!ienieii froni tin; l-'oiitli, and 
the uorthei-a \ViitL'<: if tl'.e liiil Ir.r ten-iforial t;<>veni!i!';!:t5, 
>iieni uprin tilt; siihjeci of slavery, siiall Ix' t!' ieal<;(l. l!ion 
i am for l)i!ls with the Wihiiol jimvi-o. iu ord.-r to ;:ive 
;ie.vernnients to tiie pi>o|ile in t in: 'I'ciriiories ; and ! spi;ak 
tor four of my e.>:leau'iiei:. a->urt'd that tisey v. ill I'ei'l eon- 
straini.d to parsue a like eours;;. And ii' s/i'iieral Taylor 
shall npiirove (ho )irnvi.-o, then it will havr; pas.-i'.l; aial it 
is for tiiem to determiiio wiiat sliull or shall not ho dono, 
and let tho respun-ihility rest witii tlioiii." 

1 take this occtision to say, that the sentiiuent 
la^'t quoted, ut.ti;i'i;d in a riitun(!nt of excitement, 
\, tipoti reileclion, repudiate as unjust and im- 
proper. I thank tlie g'-iitleman that be hsts 
aifurded me the opportunity to give this puijlic 
exjUTssion of juy disapproval of ttnit Kitueiiumt. 
: I iinitbrmly voted again«t phieing I lie Wilmot 
in'ovist) in ivny territiuaal hi si. I volcsl against it, 
beciutsn I believed it to be unjust to the [veople of 
;i portion of this Uition. 

'.t'he Clerk then read the third interrogatory, 
as iollov.'s: 

''•'.Am ! right i:\ siippo^inii tlvu hi-' ih.eory is, tliat the 
( 'orislituiion oi' the. l/iiifci! l-^lat.'s ilo"s nut ea.rry si iv.'tv 
to, ajid ]):M;(ti:t it in, tho 'i'errittiri';s of tljc United SlaieV? 
ha! in the territory tiesiiiired froai .Me.Tien luid !"ia>ieo, 



rit.or}- from Aliixii- 

rei;ie;itedlv lo i-xtetid tlu- same line v/es 
Paeihc oca.i). 1 vol' d for tha.i line v.-iih a ivw I 
Kepi-.'S-;ii!al ; »'..'S tVoin 



at wa.> five." I vot-d (ineludii- Kansas and NHira-k:;.) the 
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he ."Norih, and the whole 
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!l''|ire;a-!iiniivi;s. 



V/hen 



ll!-,t be'lieve then, 
vii>]at';il tin 
if you liavfj 



irave 



Const ItuiiiU! of 
lou'rr, uiiilrr tlie 



I am not o^'Ueve inon, nor 
.'on- vc iiiiv/, ih. 
the i.Jnited ^-uu.'-.- 

rom half of a 
t/in-jiory, ! lliink you ha,ve ]iov.'er lo exclude 
frfi-.u ajl, ilv.'UTh sn-'l-, n.p. (■•xerels'- v.'<;uld l)i; tm- 
jU-! ;■,•'.! w.-;-.;-:. i iuivo 



iver. therefiU'e, \f;Li;t! 



-^■fiari r;■^!i•|l•no;l 

was ne'eessa.ry to malie ihe teiTjtory I'ree. h"r:i.i!-:e slaviy 
e.M^ted flii're under France ,n t':e tiin • oi" the "aeiini- itiun: 
lilt tii;'.i ilie ICansa-i mid jVel)!;!^I<a hiil. w'::;,-;i r' jn als ihai 
le-irieti-.ai, hat, neiiln'r li'::i lati-.< .-lav. ry inio ii;os-' Terri- 
loiies >i(n' i;\>'lnd''s it ih ^'eiVoin. ia his op:i:i:!!i. Ie;<.vi's 
lliose Territories 'Vitianii eiiii t io -;:! or eo;;. ii'iiti')f.:i! j-av 
proler'iinjr slavery : and that !!ier.":iirr tlie i\;ui;-a> am! rJi-- 
Ina-ka bill promotes th(; formati(ni of s,la\'i; ."iiatcs in lian- 
sas and N.'hrasica 

Mr. IllCil'AllDSOX. Tho Cotistiiution does 
intl, in niy opinion, carry the iuslitutions of e.ny 
of tin; StiUos into tin; '^i'crritoii but ii a.iJord;? 
tiss same iii"o;e<:t;(.;n tlv!-;- :o i':e insii' atlc;i,s of 
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one State ns of another. The citizen of Vir- 
ginia is as mucli ontit!(!(l, in the common terri- 
tory, to llio protection of his properly, uiuler ihe 
OonKiitulion, as vhe citi:'.r,ii of Illinois: but botli 
are dejiendent upon the lc;j:;is]ation of the terri- 
torial trovcrninent for laws to protect their pro]">- 
orly, of whaiever Icind it may be. Thus, it. will 
be B>j(!ii, that l.hou;i;}i there may be upon this 
poip.l a (liflerc.nice tlujoreticaliy — involviuic ques- 
tions for judicial decision. — yet there is none, 
practically, among- the friends of non-i.ntervcn- 
tion by Congress, the practical result is to 
place the decision of the questions in the haiuLs 
of those who are most decjily interested in its 
Bolution, nomelj', the peo])le of the Territory, 
who have made it their home, and whose inter- 
ests are the most deeply involve^.! in tlie charac- 
ter of the institutions imder which they are to 
live. If tiiis ^reai }.)rinci|ih"| (>f non-intvryention 
and si.'ir-irove'rnment is wroi*i'^, then, indeed, the 
Ami.-rican lli'volution v»'as fou^-lit in vain, nnd it 
is time wo cease lo venerate the memory of the 
patriotic dead, wlut ]iurcliased with their for- 
tunes and blood the free ii'istitutions of the sev- 
eral Si^jiarati;, independent, and coequal States, 
formiiif^ ilie Union under which we have .so 
[)ro.s{M';rnuyl V and luqipily ,<;ro\vn lo be so great, 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFEll. fi ask the indnl-oiice 
of tb'' House to statu the reasons wdiy 1 pi-o- 
)ioumh,'d those questions ;to the gentleman from 
Illinois. / 

Mr. CLINGLMAN. J .submit this point of 
n-der to the gentlermm: i. u'ould like to have 
tlio.'^o queslious nrojiounded to the didV'rent can- 
didal cs in order — one at a time — before we are 
trouijled or end^arra.ssral with any other ques- 
tions. 1 hope all the candidatos will answer this 
serii/s first, tuid before ifoinir to new matter. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFEIl Inasnmch as it seems 
to give satistaction to the gentlemen of the House 
that thi^se (pn'stions sh'ouhl br; put to each of the 
gcnti<.nnrn who have |)een voted for for Speakor, 
i C(M't;unly luive no ob'jectio!) lo that course, inus- 
mue.b iio ihe gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Hicii- 
ARUsu.v,] lo wlunn \l j)ro[)0unded the questiojis, 
has already answered. 

Mr. IIUST. I Avant to apjieal to the gcntie- 
ma)rs s..'nse of fairness, to know whether he 
wavi!;< loconsnme i hii time of tin; Uousc in raisbig 
new c|!iesiinus, iind thereby prevent the other can- 
didal; s iVom answerimr? 

Mr.ZOLLlCOFFFll. Thad wislied toputtheso 
interrovvainrics to the gentleman from liiiiioi-!, 
[Mr. t! iciiAimsoN-,] and then, if giMitlonen ilesire 
it, ibev may put the .same (piestions l(^ other 
inenib-ers '.vhu jiave Iteon von.d for as Speaker. I 
see n*: inqiroj/rieiy in lluit. it seems lo be right 
una jasi that I shoidd be, pei-iuiltiul now to state 
tile reason why I put these iiiterrogatorii;s. 

Mr. CLLXGiMAN, (interrupliiig.) I make 
tliis point oi' order, and ihe Clei-k nnist decide it, 
that tlie gentleman from Tinmessee [Air. Zoi,!,5- 
coki'Kk] is not entiiled to ocf.-upjy the iloor at this 
time. We are now aclimr under a ri.s{i]ution 
of tlie lious'e requiring eandidaies for oliice — 
meaning, of cour.se, as v.'« ail understand, for 
t!ic speakership — to ansv.'.-r iiiterrog'aiorif.-y j'lro- 
potindi'd by th.e gentlenta)! frc>m TtMUiessee, and 
now answered by the gouleuian iVom Illinois, 
[Mr. RieiiAnnsov.] [ malce tin; ]>oint that it is 
not in order for the gentleman to go into debate 

/ 

/ 



here until \vc shall have g^it throe.gli with this 
proceeding in which v-*; are engn'/ed : v/hicli is, 
that all the candidates, /or sponk^/rship sliall an- 
swer these interrogatories. I wish lo have this 
point decided. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I^suggestthat 
every candidate sliould answer all th.e (piestions 
nro|iomuled before th(-y are sulunitfed to another 
candidate. The gentlen)un from l!iinoi."-i [Mr. 
RicuARDSoiN'] has an.^wered only a pen ! ion of the 
interrogatories ptit to bin!; and I therefore suggest 
that each candidate shall ansu'cr all the interrog- 
atories. 

Mr. ZOLL! COFFER. Am I entitled, Mr. 
Clerk, to make tins single remark.' 

i\Ir. CLINGMAN. obj,'.-ct. sir, to all debate 
until the Clerk shall have decided the point of 
ordcfr raised , 

Air. RICHARDSO?;, [to Mr. Wasiidurn, of 
Maine.] [ would stali; lo tiu'. gentleman from 
Maine that 1 have ansv/ored all the questions 
su!)mitied to me. 

Mr. \VA.Si:i!:U.JRN. I imderstand that the 
gentleman from Tennessee [I'vlr. Zoi.i,icoffi:r] 
directly submitted this question to the gentleman 
from Illinois [Loud cries of ' ' Order ! order 1"] 

Mr. McMULLIN. I submit that the gewtle- 
nuin. from Maine [Mr. AVasubuuk] is not hi 
order. 

The CLERK. The Cleric must stale that tlie 
irentleman from Maine is riot in order. 
" Mr. GREENWOOD. I suggest that the in- 
terrogatories which have just been answered by 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. R-icuaudson] 
be read to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Fum.KR,] and answ'ored by him before \vc proceed 
lo any other bufdness. 

A AlcMRKu su'j,;2;eMied thr> name of ?vlr. R.'iNKS. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Y(.'s; let them fir.st bo 
read, and submitted lo the gentlemaji from Mas- 
sacluiseits, [Mr. B.wks.] 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I ask, Mr. Clerk, 
whether or not I am eniiiled to the floor.^ 

The CLERK. The Clerk would state to the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Zollicoffkr] 
and to the House, that he conceives the .gentle- 
man from Tennessee to be in order, as he is pro- 
posing to .speak to wiir.t i^ su!>stantially a iiCAV 
priiposition; and therefore, in the opinion of the 
Clerk, he bus a riiiht to the floor. But the Clerk 
v.'ould reniiiid (In- gentleman that his time has 
verv nearly expired. 

INi r. ZqLLlCOFb^ER. Then I trust that gen- 
tlemen v.'ill not interrupt me. 1 am willing to 
conteutmy.-.;elf with merely sending lo the Clerk's 
desk, and having read, the record of the gentle- 
man Irom Illinois [Mr. Richaiidson-] on which 
the questions i propoumled to him were predi- 
catecf. 

A r\rEMi!nu. Have it printed in vour speech, 

i\rr. CRAIG E. I objevt to ar.y printed speech. 

Mr. CLINGiNEAN. I renev,- my objection. I 
am jierfectly willing thattlu; giiutleman frcnn Ten- 
nessee may make his conuneiilivries on the .speech 
of tlie gentleman from Illinois, after all the other 
candidate's have answered the interrogatories, but 
not till then. 

The CEERK. The Clerk wdl submit the 
question to the Honsf?, 

I Air. ORR. I submit to the gentleman from 
I Tennessee to declino for the present making any 
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commcntdi-y on the tip.swors of tho gcntlomrvn himself yesterday of the courtesy of tlie House, 
from Illinois, umi! the other candidates for the r made a ten-minute speech, and jiropoundcd ccr- 
spr'.:;kership have answerrd them also. j' lain questions to the gentleman from Filinois. The 

]\i r. AVASHEUMN, of Maine. 1 wish to say ,j gentleman from Illinois, tliis morning, by iinani- 



this [Loud cries of " Order!"] 

ISIr. ZOIXl COFFER. 1 am a very deferen- 
tial man, Mr. Ch.'rk; i amdisjioscd to be courte- 
ous, fair, and entirely satisf:vctory to the House 



mous cottrte.sy of the House, made j-esponses to 
those questions. I do not understand that there 
i is now any pending question before the House, 
1 on which any gCiitlemiUi c;in have the floor. 



1 am, therefore, M-iliing to defer for the present li A J\I]:mive5{. There is a question of order, 
what I wished to say, if gentlemen so v/ish. i! Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. I under- 
[Cries of "That is right!"] 1 would state, for jj stood that in the answers to the interrogatories 
the further satisfaction of the House, that 1 was i inadc by the gentleman from Illinois, lie had 
merely desirous of showing thatl had put no idle !: made some remarks which called out tho gentle- 
interrogatory ;i man front Tennessee in a personal explanation of 

Mr. CLlNGiMA'N, (interrupting,) I desire !; his course 

the Clerk to decide the point of order submitted jj Mr. McMULLIN, (interrupting.) Tlie gcn- 
byme. j'tlernnn from Tennessee did not put it onlhat 

'The CLERK. Tlie Clerk will submit the ij g.'-ou)id. 
question to the House. ji Several MuMnKiis. Yes. he did. 

^ Mr. CLIKGM AN. Then I object to the gen- ji Mr. AJARSHALL. .1 think he did put it or 
lleman from Tennessee proceeding until the point !i that ground. 

of order shall haA-e bi.-en decided. j! jNlr. CLTKGMAN, (interrupting.) A.s I un- 

M'r. ZOLLICOFFEil, [to Air. Cm.vgmak.] j; dersiand that the gentlumaji iVoni" Tennessee is 
The Clerk lui8 deiiided the point of order, sir. j' Avilling to postpone' his question until all the can- 
INIr. CLINGMAN. No, sir, he has not. ji did;ites have ansv/ered the interrogatories, as 
The CLEIIjv. The gentleman from North i. answered by the geiUleman from .lHin~^ois, I with- 
Corolina [Mr. Cmn-om.vx] raises a new point of !' ilrav,- my point of order. That is all that I want, 
order, which the Clerk submits to the House, jj Tlio CLERK. The genlh.'man from North 
Tlio question is, whether the gentleman from i; Carolina [Mr. C?,i\omax] withdrnv.-s his point 
Tennessee is in order in atldressing the House? j of order; but tlie Ckrrk w-ould remind ilic gonllc- 
Alr. ZOLLICOFFER, (interrupting.) 1 shall !• man fn:)m Tennessee, and the House, that an- 

content myss'lf by merely stating the cliapter and i other point of order has ijecn raised 

page of the Appendix to the Congressional CtIoIjo I: iMr. ZOLLICOFFER, (interrupting.) Well, 

from which i sir, v.-hen iiiterruj-ited by the gentleman from 

P-.Ir. CLlNCfMAN. I object, Mr. Clerk, to the ;■ North Carolina, [Mr. Ci.i.vGMAy,] 1 luui p.-oposed 
gojulcman from Tennrssec ])rocceding in this way j: to make no j-unning commentary on the answers 
inuil the point of nrih.'r shall have been decided. \. of tlie gentleman from Illinois. I ask no tulvant- 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. i repeat that T ! age. I am v/illing to postpone my commentaries 

The CLERK. Th.o gentleman fr(nn Tonnes- i liU' another time. But f desire merely to sliow 
sec will come to urdctr. [Loud cri(>s of " Ori'er!" ; that tho interrogatories which I in-op'ounded to 
"(3rder!" and much confusion throughout the j! the gentleman from Illinois were not idle or ini- 
Hall.] ^ _ _ ji pertinent, but were based upon the record. I now 

_ ivir. CLiNGMAN. I Y.-ish to have this qucs- ]■ jnenily want to cite that record, and I was in the 
tion decided. ^ _ act of doing so when the gentleman from North 

Tho CLERK. Tlie Cleric sulmhts the question ; Carniiiia interrupted me. It is to bo found in tlic 
to the House whetlier the gciilleman from Ten- : Apjieiulix to the Congressional Globe for 16'5-L 
licssee is in order.' i [Loud cries of" Ih-adu!"] 

The question was taken. _ |; Mr. CLING Al AN. I object to the gentleman 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that iho ayes mal-Tiu'r any citation, 
l^fivc it. ' ' Alr."CO!^B, of Alabama. Oh, let it go out. 

Several Mr.Mr.r.Uf;. Tellers on that quf-stiou. Who's afraid of it r [Lau-'hter.] 
Mr. WASHiiUilNE, of Ilii-iois. ^Vill the '; ?\Ir. RICHARDSON, [to Mr. Zoi.i.icoki-ei?.] 
Clerk please state the (juestion tliat the House is ■ That is tlii^ same spfecli th:it ! n a.d 
decide? Tisere is so nii 



same snf-ecii tiiaJ. ! read Imm. 



to decide? Tisere is so much confusion in the ?Jr. ZOLLICOI-'FER. Now 1 am v.-illing that 
Hall that we over liurc cauiiol uiuh^rstand tlie! the sa.rae tiuesiions as ;viiswered i>v the centieman 
question. ^ _ , lV<>ni Illinois, shall l>e pn^poundod to'iho ot!i'.>r 

Tiu; CLERK. Tljc question is, v/hether the gent ienuMi who are candidates for the speakershin 
gentle-man from Tennessee [Mr. ZoLi.icorF-.::ii] is ' Thr CLERK, |;o Ajr. STKniK.vs.] Does the 
ill 01"^'' '■• . geiiileman from Georgia insist on his point of 

Air. STICPHENS. \ desire, before 1 vote, to ; order? 
know what the quesUon is ia'ii.TC the liou.se, on Air. STEPHENS. 1 do. 
which the g; iitlemaa from I'ennessee claims tiiu ; Tie> CLl'RK. The gentleman from Cieorgin 
^''v",'"-' • ^ ' [Air. SrujujiiN's] raises ilie qui, s; ion that there is 

The CLERK. Th.e ]-!roposi(ions ])Ut by the no qucsiion hcf .re lie.- iioits.-. !;. v/ould be wi 11,- 
gentleman frdrnTchncssee ti) tiic gcntjrnuuj'frora ihrn ft.rc, !-,< fore ilic ]>ri!!-i', iiinr-.s -o any fu"tju.>r^ 
lllinois are nrnv h< lore the Hoes.^ tliat the s- rics of ruivaions siioi^id bi' formally 

A!r. STEPII E.XS. I do nci un.dei-sta.nd that onh-rcd to !>!■ irn ( » the otli! r gi^minnrn. 
there is any (pll•^•lion jteiiding iielore llie Hons-. Air. STEs/i'i, i:'NS. i iiisisi'uMou my noint of 

Ceriainly not. ord. r. Call th- roll, a)id ii" gei.!lr)ni:n \vish tu 

_ Air. STEPHENS. As I. midrrsiand the qiu s- speak, they can d j so by the courtesy of the 
tion, the gentleman from Tennessee, availin;^ ' Housu. 
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Mr. EOYCE. I move that we now hear the 
other cnndidntcs. 

Mr. MILLSON. If necessary to bring the 
matter regularly Ijcfore the House, I will move 
to nmeiul the tcn-miinite rule, by striking out ten 
and substituting twelve minutes. 

The CLERK. Such a motion would bring the 
matter properly before the House. , 

Mr. .TONES, of Tennessee. I do not undcr- 
stund the resolution adopted yesterday by this 
Mouse as being an order that each candidate for 
the spealcerslii]) shall answer the interrogatories. 
If the other candidates of tlie respective parlies 
are in tlie Rouse, and dcolve or are vrilling to 
ansvv'cr, I presume tlie House will hear them. 
Eut if they are unwilling to answer, it is not 
within the'p.^ovince of the House to call on them 
for a respon.':0. I understand that the two other 
candidates for Speaker— trie Know Nothing or 
American candidate, and the llepul^licau candi- 
date — vrcre both furnished vitli copies of the in- 
terrogatories propounded by the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Zom.icoffeu] to the gentleman 
from Illinois, [IMr. lliCiiAnnsoN-.] ]MoV,if they 
arc ready to rcsjiond, I presume the House will 
hear ihem ; but if they prefer not to answer, there 
is no ])ower here to coerce them. 

Mr. BARKS DALE. 1 move now that tljc 
questions propounded by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Boyck,] some lime «ince,bc 
produced, and tluit the gentleman from iXIassa- 
chusetts [Mr. Baxus] be requcsicd to answer 
them. 

Sc^veral Mkmueus. Oli, )io! and cries of "Or- 
der!" 

Mr. BAIIKSDALE. AVcll, 1 move that lie 
be irivit(?d to answer. [Cvics of dissent, and con- 
fusion.] 

Mr. WASHl^URN, of Maine. _ T would sug- 
gest that ]u>ne of tlic other candidates answer. 
It is not fair to call upon ihem to answer until 
the geinleman from Illinois has answered all tluj 
questions which have Ijoen propounded to him. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bis-«iiam] h;\r, 
proptninded several questions wliich he has not 
answered. [Cries of Order 1''] 

Mr. LETCH Ell. I am very glad tlie gentle- 
man fiom Alaine has become in favor of "candi- 
dates answering questions, i thought, yester- 
day, he v.-as op|u>scd to all a,nsv.-cring. [Cries 
of Ordi-r !" and confusion.] 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 1 am entitled to the 
floor. 

The CLERK. It is impossible to ]iroceed, un- 
less gentlemen take their seals and preserve or- 
dei-. 

Mr. McMULLIN I am entitled to the lloor. 
[Cries of " Order!" and confusion.] 

Tile CLERK. The Clerk again rippeuls to 
gentlenii^n to take their seals and jn-eservc! order. 
He di'i recognize the grullenian from Virginia. 
[Mr. Mclvlui.i.ix,] supposing the gcnilenian iVoin 
Mississinpi had taken his seat. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. No, sir; I did not yield 
the floor. 

Mr. McMULLIN._ I understood tlic gcnt!<:- 
man iVom Mississijipi to take his seat, ami 1 rose 
and adtiressed the Clerk, and v.-ns recognized by 
liim. I insist that I am eniiiled to the tloor. 

Mr. BANKS rose. 

Mr. KEITT^ I would suggest to the gentle- 



man from Virginia, and the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, that both of them yield the floor, and 
allow the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Banks] to speak. I understand he is i-cauy to 
respond to the interrogatories put by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Zolltcokfeu.] 

i\Tr. McMULLlN. I think I am clearly en- 
titled to the floor, but I will give way in favor of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, if ho desires 
to address tlic House. 

Mr. BANKS. I do not wisli to take the fioov 
from the gentleman from Virginia, or any one, 
for that purpose. 

Mr. jNIcMlJLLIN. I understand that the same 
questions that have been answered by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois have been furnished to the 
gentieman from jNIassachuscUs, and also to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania; and that those gen- 
tlemen arc ready to answer." I yield the floor for- 
thtit jiurjiosc. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Clerk, I voted for the res- 
olution j)resented by the honorable gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Zoi.ucokfkji] yesterday 
with pleasure. It embodies a principle which I 
think sound. As understood by me, when re- 
ported at the C!erk's desk, it was nothing more 
nor less tlmn shnply this: that any gentleman 
who votes for a candidate for any otHcc ought to 
know the opinions of that candidate. I recognize 
the right of every gentieman in this House who 
has been voting for Speaker during this protracted 
contest, to ascertain the opinions of any man for 
whom he casts his vole. Sir, I should claim it 
ns my right to know the opinions of my candi- 
date to such an extent as should be satisfactory 
to mysell', at least. 

But, sir, as a member of the House, I have 
other rights. I ofi'er myself as a candidate for nc 
oOice; I solicit no man's suflragc; and T am not, 
therefore, called ujion as a candidate to solve such 
diMiculties as gentlemen supporting other per- 
sons may And in the existing condiuon of public 
atlaii-s. "Those who have honored me by their 
confidence and votes are themselves responsible 
for the course they have chosen, and, I doubt 
not, they arc able to meet that I'csponsibility. It 
is not for me. to provide for their defense. I can 
only say, as Oihellp said of his wife, they " had 
eyes, and chose me." 

I have convictions — convictions of duty, con- 
victions of principle — ujton the great mailers in 
whicli the eountry is interested; and, ns a mem- 
lior of the House, rejirescnting a district in the 
Comnionwealih of Massachusetts, I have no hesi- 
tation in resjionding to any of the inquiries pro- 
))ounded by the honorable gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to the honorable gentleman from Illinois. 
1 ask the Clerk to read Ihe fir.st qucsion. 

The CIcrlv read as follows: 

Ai'.i I risriit in ruiptinsiiiit tliavtlie frcnlloiiini! from TUL- 
iiois rf'L'anU l\iiii.-;is-r-'i!lir;i.-k;i liiil pronioiivo of thu 
fonii!!tif)!i oi" free Sttiies in the Terriiuricri of Kansas and 
.\'ulir:i.<ka f " 

Mr. BANKS. It will be understood, of cour.sc, 
that the jihraseology of this inr^uiry applies ratiior 
to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Riciiard- 
sox] than to myself. I answer, distinctly, that 
1 do not regard the Kansas-Nebraska bill as pro- 
motive of the formation of free States, inasmuck 
as it rept.'iils the ])rohibition of the institution of 
slavery over the section of country to which tliat 
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•tatuJo npplios. I tliiiilc it dncx not ((jihI to Ujc } 
fonufUioii ol'fn.'c Stalo.s. Tluit is my iiiiswcr. } 
Tlio Olork roud ii.s follows: [ 
"Am I ri),'lil ill sii|i|)osiii,',' Ik: (Klvociuci^'tlir eoiisJif'i'idii- ' 
Ullty ot' tlKi' Wiliiiot, jintviso; liiiii in lit; o|i|ia-i(;<l itfi\ 
K|iplU!tUi(iii tn III'! tci'i it(»ri(.'s ii(;(|i[in;(| iVoni .Mexico, only i 
W|um tlif! iji'oiiimI tliat, il was iiiincci'iisfiry. iiiir.siiMi<!li iis llil.- i 
I'li'iil Itiu's iii ilKi.-i(! t'.'i'i'liDi'ic!.' .'ila'iiily altuliHlK.'d 
•lim-ry— vvhicli oii<;|if, to hn .oiliich'iit Cor all I'Vcu-Soil ! 
mnii; and (liiit. Iio roiiiiiiitltMi liiniHOil' tn iIm< pi>Hiiioii, thai j 
il" Uii'i'llonal liilN (siloiil, iipcu the. .snlijfict of sinvircy, aii(l ! 
Icaviii!,' Ilii! .Alc.vican taw lf» tiimiaio) [\yvn'. doffaKid, In; i 
would vtifn I'or hilLs wiili iIh; Wilinol tii''»vi>JO in llioiiif" { 

Mr. UANivfti. 1 coiihl give u t,'<.!iioral an.swer ' 
in i.lio allirmaiivo to that illtrl^^•ogato^J^ I Iniliovo i 
in iliccoii8tii.iit.iotialiiy oftliat act wliicij is known j 
and lyciK," rally uiulor,si"(K-)iJ a.s i,Iu! Wilniot. proviao. ' 
1 believe that it is widiiii tlie power of Coiii;ross j 
toproliiljittlie iiistiiir.ion of. slavery in a Territory ' 
bcloiigiiig to the Uiiiletl States. \V hetlicr I would ' 
advocate the passayw of such im act in regard to i 
a territory wliere it wa.s clearly unnece.s.sary, \ 
whore hy local, preexisting luvi s it had been i 
prohibited, or, in fdlier words, whether 1 would ! 
advocate a double inhibition, 1 have only to .say, i 
Uiat, if a doubt existed asj toils exclu.si^)n by valid j 
nuinicipal law, I should susliiinan act whieh em- i 
bodied ihc prohibitioii knov/n as the Wilniotor! 
Jofterson proviso. In regard to the measures of 
1850, I can only say, that, being called upon here 
ar elsewhere, I should liave voted for the prohib- 
ition in the territories covered by those measures, 
if I hud entertained a doubt as to the exclusion 
of slavery by existing municipal law. Tliat is 
my answer, 

riie Clerk read as lollows: 

"Am I rigiit in i:ii{ij)o.-ji!g iliat. \m thcoryl«, fliattlieCnn- 
•titiitiua of lilt! Ijiiiiiiil Slaius (Ntcs.not carry plavcrv \o, 
aiid prdtecrl it in, tlic Tcnitorio.s of ilio tJnitiJil Slafos?" 

Mr. BANKS. I do not believe that the Consti- 
tution of the United States carries tiie institution 
of slavery to the Territories of tlie United Sta tes. 
My understanding is based on the declaration of 
Mr. Webster, tiiat even the Constitution of the ! 
United States itself does not go to tlie Territories { 
until it is carried there by an act of Congress, j 
Standing on the principle of the Englisli law j 
governing t!ie same interests, I do not believe ! 
that the Constitution of the United States carries \ 
to any Territory of the United Slates any right ! 
to liold slaves there. \ 

In order, sir, that my answer should be full ■ 
and satisfactory, I ought, [lorhaps, to put the j 
negative of the proposuion of the distinguished ! 
gentlenian who leads the Goveriunent p7»rty on | 
tnis floor, and in this crisis. I recognize tlie riglit, i 
sir, to protection of j)roperty on the jjart of the { 
South, as well as on the pari of the iVorth, in the j 
Territorirs of the United Stales; and when i speak i 
of property ] mean that which is considered i 
property by universal law; I do not mean tljatl 
which is proj;ert.y only because it is held as such | 
under the laws of a particular State, and which i 
loses its character of property so soon as it extends j 
beyond the limits of thai State, except under cev-i 
tain reservations covered by iJie Con'-iiUition of j 
the United States. AV'lien f sjieak of projierty, [ { 
do not refirr to thai species, i describe that which I 
b recognized as property by universal laws of! 
mcij, and not that v/hich is property only when j 
it is made such by local laws of limited sections I 
of the country. I liave no disposition to disturb j 
it« existence — no purpose to diminish or incrca.se ' 



it there. I will ncknowicdgo all its riglit.s there, 
accepting for tlint ptu'posc the charts eslablisherj 
by .soutTiern sta.'esmen; but I deny that it is such 
property as, independent of local law or congres- 
sional enactment, \h protected by the Constitution 
in the T(!rritories of the Uniteil Slates. 

I have nothing furJher to say on this very nfce 
and di'li(;ate question. I believe that the Constitu- 
tion (.if tlieUniied Statcswas intended to dojustice 
toall sections of the couiifry~to thcSouth equally 
with the North. I am for that to-da v; and I adopt 
the language of »ny friend, [Mr. llief!.\ui.isoN',l 
who has always treated me with distinguished 
courtesy in all discussions on this .su!)j(:ct, that 
we should do justice to the South as v/ell as to 
the North. Jn no speech or declaration that has 
fallen from my lips, so far as I can remember it, 
ha,ve I ever expressed a (iiderent senum(!nt; out, 
sir, I cannot shut out froin my memory the great 
fact that the Constitution of the United States isi 
an instrunienl of freedom, contemplated as such 
by its frainers, and interpreted as such by all men 
oi' the South and the North until within the last 
few years. It is a chart of freedom, established 
to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity, giving liberty to the Stales to do 
v.'hat they shall think to be proper within their 
own localities, under s\)ch circumstances as to 
them shall seem to be right r nd just, but claim- 
ing no right and conceding no right to them t/i 
carry their own peculiar institutions beyond thtj 
limitations conferred by the doctrine of the. sover- 
eignty of States. 

"No, sir! Th" Constitution of the United States 
is an instrunKiiit, not of immeiiiatc, but of ultimate 
and universal freedom, it w;is so coniem)>Iatcd 
by the great men who framed it: and the world 
has so regiU'ded it. The nntionaJ flag, that is its* 
symbol, ilirtt makes the land over which it float:?, 
in whatever quarter of the globe, .so long as it 
covers an American citizen, American territory, 
I is the banner of ultimate and imiversal iiberty — 
its white and red folds symbols of Mevolutioii- 
ary trials, of the crests of victory, and the blood 
of .sacriilce. May its starry union forever stand 
as lustrous and imperishable as the goMen fires 
of Giod's firmament! [Great applause.] That ia 
my answer to that question. 
The Clerk read as follov/s: 

'• TItai in the funitory aoqiiirf-'d I'rotii SToxico and France 
(Incliidiir,' Iv.ansa.s and .\<!lti-a.«!!«a) tlie iMi.-^.soiiri rcHtrictioii 
was Mi;cf.;t->ary u.t nia!;(; llu; Uirriairy tV<;<;. Iiucuiisc slavery 
(.!.\i<l';d IlK.'re nn<li;r Fraiici; at tht; IjIiik; of {lie aa|ni^iiion, 
lint lliat. ili(! Kan:?a.s and N'l'Nraf^ka l»ill, u-lticli rojx'al.-* Jliat 
n:.-<tiicti<in. bnf. nt'itlior l!i;,'i.-:latt;.« slavery intu (Jio.su 'i'i;nil«v 
riiis !ior •'.vrliidrs if ilMinMVoni; in liis oiiinidn, Icave.'^ Iliosn 
'IV;niti>ii(!s iviilunit rilht-r local or c<»nslifnti()nal law pro- 
t(!(:ti!i!i Mlavf;ry;jind llial tln;n.'iur<! tin; Kan.<asa!id \i;tii"iska 
liiil |iri)Hii)io.'! Ilie rornialioii of ^lav»; ftiaUiti in Ivr.n^'a.^ ^.H| 
\.;l>rar^ka.=>" 

Mr. BANKS. I did not see that question, 
Mr. Clerk, until it was brought to me by a page 
from the desk. It is but a repetition of "the fii-at 
interrogatory, with tho addition of a statement of 
fact. In regard to that slatemenf, J will .say that 
it is doubted whether the institution of .sfavcry 
existed in these Trrritoi'i<'S at the time tlicv 
were acqui.ved. Without going iiuo the qneslion 
whether France, by the decree of ] 71)^1, aboli.shed 
it there, [ will .say that, if it were necessary that 
the Congress of the United Slates should interdict 
it in those T(Tritories in order to make them free, 
i think that Congress was right in doing it. If it 
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were necessary, in order to givo to ihrt South iho. 
right to curry slavery there, thnl the inierdict of 
18:30 shouhl bo reinovod, I think that the Coii- 
grcsH of IS'iH was wrong in niakinjj that repeal; 
ntv\ 1 cannot, .sir, but say, with the lij^ht that Imm 
come to me upon this question, that the interdict 
of 1820 forbade and abolished shivery, if it ex- 
isted there; that the repeal of that prohibition in 
185.'{, inasmuch as it allowed slavery to s^o there 
under certain possible circumstances, was an act 
not promotive of the formation of free States. 
That, sir, is my answer to that question. 

Mr. RARKSDALE. I wish to put some infer- 
rojUjaiorics to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. OUR. 1 iiopeal to the cfontloman from 
Mississiopi to withhold his questions for the pres- 
ent, until the gentleman from Pennsylvania has 
Answered tiiu questions, and then lie can pro*- 
pound them. 

Mr. HAilKSDALE. With the understanding 
that these questions are to be asked as soon as the 
g;cntlcman from Pennsylvania has answered the 
intorrogatories'of the gentlenian from Tennessee, 
1 yield the floor to the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, but I givo notice that I shall claim it again 
when he has done. 

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Clerk, 
I voted for the resolution oft'ered by the gontle- 
mtui from Tonncsseo [Mr. ZoLLicoKrER] yester- 
day, because I cordially approve of the principle 
ei>ibodicd in that resohition. Early in the ses- 
nion I feif, it a duty, in jusiicc to myself and to 
tlio.se with whom I had liocn acting, to declare the 
opinions [ entertained and tlio course of aciioJi I 
•liould puisue upon certain questions of public 
policy. I desire to say now, sir, what I believe 
IS known to the majority — if not to all — of those 
who have honored me willi their confidenco, that 
I have been ready at any and all times to with- 
draw my namv! from this protracted canvass. I 
have felt unwilling to stand, or.to <i/>/»cf/>' to stand, 
in the way of any fair organ izaiion of this body. 

ill answer to the specific int«}rrogatorie.s here 
presented, I say that I do not regard tlie Kansas 
and Nebraska bill as promotive of the formation 
of Tree Stales; aiid 1 will t'urther say, sir, that I 
do not believe tluii it hi promotive of ilu; form- 1 
ation of slave States. [Cries of " Good ! *'j The i 
second interrogatory relates i'o the constitution- 
ality of thu Wilmot proviso. I was not a mem- 
ber of the Congress of 18;>0, and have nev(;r been 
colled upon toafiu'inor deiiy the constitutionality 
of the Wilmot proviso. 

I have ncvfjr assumed the jjosition, that "if 
territoriisl bills (.silent upon the .subject of slavery, 
and leaving the Mexican laws to operate) were 
defeated, he jl] v/ould vote for a bill v.-ilii the 
Wilmot provi.so in it." That que.stion relat^.\s to 
the legisl;uive action <of the distingni.sln d gen- 
tleman from iniiiois, [Mr. Ricjiakdsov.] My 

fjolitieal fxi.stonee commenced sinei; tiiat llood. 
Laughter.] I was not a member of tliatCoti- 
gres.s, iuid having never taken any public po.si- 
tion upon that subject heretofore, 1 am willing, 
in ail fr;uikne.s.s and candor, to do so nov.^; and 
I do .so with great deference and respect for 
those distinguished men who, in timt.>3 pa.st, have 
entertained and exprc.s.sed ditl'orent opinions. 
Public ^istory informs u.'j that slavery exi.stcd be- 
fore the Constitution, and, in my judgment, now 
8.\ists indepen(l(;nt of the Con.slitution. When 



tho people of thft confederated Slates met, by 
their representatives in convention, to form that 
ConsiJtution, slavery existed in ull but one of 
the Slates of tho Confederacy. _ The people, 
through their ropre.sentativos, having an existing 
and acknowledged right to lioid slaves, conceded 
this — the right to prohibit importation—after llio 
year 1808. They n\ade no cession, no far as re- 
garded tho existence of domestic shvery. They 
claimed — and it was granted — the right of reclam- 
ation in ca.se of escape. They claimed— and it 
was granted — tlie right of rej ;'e."Oiitaiion as an 
clement of political power. And I hold, in the 
ab.scnce of express authority, that Congress has 
no constitutional right to legislate upon the sul>- 
ject of slavery. [Applau.sc] 1 hold that tho 
Territories are tho comi^ion properly of all tho 
States, and that the people of ull the'States havo 
a common right to .enter upon and occupy thoijc 
Territories, and they arc protected in that occu- 
pation by the flag of our common country; that 
Congress has no constitutional power either to 
legifdato slavery into, or exclude it from, a Ter- 
ritory. Neither has the Territorial Legislature, 
in my judgment, ajiy right to legislate upon that 
subject, except so far iis it may be necessary to 
protect the citizens of tho Territory in the enjoy- 
ment of their j)roperty, and that in pursuance of 
its organic law, as established by congressional 
legislation. When the citizens of the Territory 
shall apply for admission into the Union, they 
may deteri'rnne for themselves the character of 
their institutions, (by their State constitution;) 
and it is their riglit then to declare whether they 
will toler.ite slavery or not, aiid, thus fairly de- 
ciding for themselves, should be .jomitted into 
the Union as States without reference to the sub- 
ject of slavery. The Con.slitution was formed by 
the peo[)lc of the States for purposes of mutual 
advantage and protection. The States are sover- 
eignties, limited only so far as they^iave surren- 
dered tlieir pov.ers to the General Government. 
The Genera! Government, thus created and lim- 
ited, acta with certain po.silive, defined, and clearly 
ascertained powers, its legislation and adminis- 
tration shouhl be controlled by the Constitution; 
and it cannot justly employ its powers thus 
delegated to im|»air or destroy any cxi.^ting or 
vested rights belonging to the people of any of 
the State!?. 

Mr. HUMPIIREY MARSHALL suggested 
that tl;e gentleman from New .Jersey had been 
voted for, and that he, too,slioitld l)e heard upon 
these interrogatories. [Lfiughter. Cries of " Call 
the roli!" and '•PiCNxixoroN!" in the midst of 
mucli conru>:ion.] 

Mr. BARK8DALE obtained the floor ai, tlw? 
moment Ivir. I'KXNixnTo:: addressed the Chair. 

The CLERK. Will the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi yield to the genileman from New Jer- 
sey: 

Mr. DARKS DALE. I yield to Mr. Pknxin's- 



rov. 



^ Mr. PENNINCrrON. Mr. Clerk, my friend 
from Kentuiik'v [Mr. Mausuai.!.] takes me en- 
tirely by surprise. I certainly could have had 
no expectation, when 1 came to the flal! to-day, 
that any gentleman would think of calling for 
a response to the interrogatories pro}>uunded 
yesterday by the honorable gentleman from Tt?n- 
nessec [Mr. Zollicoffei;] from a candidate :i9 
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obscure imd unpromising ns myself. [Laiigliter.] 
Wliy. sir, he should recollect' '.hut 1 am wholly 
out "of lh<; Iria-iiglc — this political pans aainorum, 
over v/liich llu! very iiiircuious and acconiinodat- 



piiblic prints, that I am in no mcasuvo, bcyorid 
unv otliov member of this body, responsible for 



in^ b 
of \h 



ally of irentlomen around me, v,'itli the aid ji 
e liiosl skillful of engineers, have been fruit- '| 



that delay in our action v.-hich has cxcjied liso 
just indignation and disgust of the country. I 
ani ready to cooperate in any effort tb.at may 
promise to relievu us from our cm)>arra«?mont. 
lofiHlv stru'^'^-lin'^ lo eftcci a .safe passtiet; fur the |l lliepiil/iicbusino^^s isKuneringfrorathoob-stlnatc- 
lasi five uveks.'' [Bursls of laughter.] I thought || ])ursuil, on all sides, of a contest yhich as yet 
)■ couhi discover in tlie merry twinkle of my i! holds no iironiisc of victory to either, but only 
friend's eye, as he called for my response, the ;! continued disadvantage to the pubhc jiitcrests 
iriunnihanl antici]iatiun of a capital joko nt ray j 



mmpiianl anticijiatiun ol acaiiital JO 
cxjiCDse; but 1. am not to be caught so oasily, I 
assure him. If, indeed, he coidd haveontrapped 
mo into a serious expositioii of my ]7olitical prin- 
ciples, for (his occasion, with no'better show of 
success than niy little l)and of six or seven, lie 
might well have lioasted of the best joko of the 
f:ear;on. [Renewed laughter.] It was the groat 
Tsajioleon, 1 believe, who said. " there is bunrae | 
step from the suljlinic to the ridiculous." AVidi j 
a lively disposition to extend every roasonalMe i 
.accommodation to rny friend, I must b>eg leave to j 
decline most respectfully to take that particular i 
stej") jn<!t now. [Laughter.] _ j 

iWsi'.les, sir, 1 have not been served v/itli the | 
interrogatori(;s ! [Laughter.] I believe it was ; 
understood yesterday that tlic candidates who | 
sVQYC cxjiected to answer were to be served with j 
copies of tlie catechism-, and it would ycom that ; 
all the triangular candidates have been duly served, j 
and hav(^ tlius had ample opportunity to prepare i 
tJiitir responses, wliile no such respect has been 
paid to your humble servant. [Laugliter.] I must; 
enter my solemn protest against being taken at; 
such disadvantage, and under such circumstances, j 
.1 appeal to every- liigh-minded gentleman to say \ 
whether 1 am not bound by a proper scll-res])cct ; 
to assume a dignified reserve.' \ 
i3ut to be serious, Mr. Clerk', I propose to avail | 
myself ol' tliis occasion to say to the I'louse and \ 
the country what I should liavebecn glad to have : 
said long ago, if a fit opportunity had been pre 



Sir, 1 am heartily tired of this fruitless strug- 
gle; and attaching less conserpiencc to tho choice 
which we shall make than mn.nyof those around 
n-ic, [ am prepared, after so much delay and dif- 
ficulty, to cast my vote for any gentleman, on 
any side of this House, whose election may bo 
1 ofiected by such aid. hVom the first moment of 
'iheses.sion 1 have been anxious for the organ- 
ization. 1 luvvc i:ot been, by any means, partic- 
ular in my choice among the candidates in o})po- 
sition to the Administ.ration. On the first three 
trials 1 voted successively for the gentleman from 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, und'iMassachuset ts, [iMessrs. 
Cami'BI-.i.l, PuLLi^n, and IIa.vks,] indicating, at 
tlie outset, my willingness to contribute to the 
election of either of those gentlemen. The geti- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. CImit-kll] Iciiows— for 
he had the mnplcst assurances to that ofi'i.'ct, — that 
my vote and those of my coll<.'agues were at hia 
command at any moment v;hen tliey v.-oujd h.ave 
secured his election, up to tho time of his w^ith- 
draAval from the conlost. lie asked no compli- 
mentary votes, and v/as satisfied to wait for ours 
till they could render him a more substantial ser- 
vice. I dee,m this a proper occasion to say, not 
only lluit he was my first choice, but that I was, 
and" still am, of opinion that he was eminently 
entitled to this honor by tlie distinguished ability 
and unwavering lldelity with v.-hicli he had served 
his party and liis country. 

A.fier'his withdrawal, (an act as graceful as it 
was honorable and self-sacrificing.) i th'clined 



.sentcd to do so, in cxiilnnaiion of tlie pixn whkh tlie offer oi" a large body of iVumds to ]n-ess my 
I have borne in thi.s contest. TJie position which i| name ujion the attention of the House. 1 gave 
] have been made to occupy has bm-n, to me, for i \vi\y to the gentleman from IMassachusetts, [Mr. 
some lime past, extremely "irksome, and , in some . [Ja-vks,] and, at the first moment when it seemed 
de<:-ree, inveluntary. Th"ou<:h apparendy a can- j pracii(;able to elect him, my vote and those of 
didate, it is well 'known to my more intimate i my colleagues were cast in his support; and from 
iViends, ;md to many, if not most, of the mem-;; that moment to this v.-e have ever be<ni ready to 
bei-s of the House," that I am not such in the ii eoiitrilnite to that result. It is tiauMliat the gen- 
})roper sense of that term. 1 iiaA'e had, from the i| tlemeai from Massacliu.'-jetts was, for iuaiiy rea- 
first, no jispii-alion for tiie office of Sj)eaker-, hut, jj sons, unacceptable tons, and that imich has been 
on tiic contrary, have shrunk, with vmfeigncd ij said and done in the progress of lliis contest, on 
self-distrust, ir'om the difficulties and i-esjioiisi- |j the jiart of his friends, (for whicli, however, we 
hilities of the position. At i!;e conm^encement '■' do not hold liim res]ioiisible,) caleulatt d to alion- 
of the session, in view of the peculiar elements |i ate us from his support. It is true that we Jiavc 
constitutiiur th(! present House, since so clearly |i not concurred v.'ith our judgments, thoiigh we 
dovelop.ed.l yiidded a reluctaiU consent to tho use ;i have by our votes, in the pertinacious efTort 
of my name"in this connection upon the urgent ; which has been made toNdect that gentleman; 
solicitations of friends, both lierc and elsev/he're', 



nor have we been Avilliiig to take the gentleman 
in whose jud^rmeiit and disinterested isatriolism i from Illinois [A;lr. Ricuauusox] as^ the only 
I have 1 ca'.son' 'to cOnfide, v.dih no purpose, either ! alternative to the gentleman from IvJassachu- 
on their part or on mine, other than to facilitate .' setts— a line of policy which has _ been urged 

i upon the Ojiposiiion in this body v.dth a dogma- 
i tism only equaled by its abse.rdity, and tlie nm- 
I iign spirit v.-hich dicuites it. The rule of conduct 
jadojited, in this respect, i;>y my colleagues and 
j myself v.-as adopted also i.-y all who v.-ere origin- 
: ally my friends, and v.-c luive Ijeen found united 
jfoi'more trian a month, contrary to our c-nnvic- 
'ihc contrary" may have found their way into tho jj lions of .sound ])olicy, in an eilbrt, as yet xin- 



the organi/.ation. 1 ass<;rt no claim to such an 
chiviuriin. I biive solicited no support. 1 have 
no desire to obstruct, nor v.-ill I for a moment 
allow myself to stand in ilic way of, an adjust- 
ment of the diflicuhies whicli surround us. i feel 
sure tliat (n'ery gentleman here will do me the 
justice to say, whatever injurious insinuations to 
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availiiirr and Inauspicious, to elect tlie gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

In the mcoii time, while my name has remained 
in no)nination, the votes ol* six gentlemen, not 
originally my iVicnds, and having now, as 1 ]n-e- 
sume, no special preference for mo, but unwilling 
to vote for the gentleman from. Massacluisctts 
for reasons satisfactory to themselves, iipon their 
own representative responsibility, have been con- 
centrated upon me in good faith; and it seems to 
bcAveli understood thatim one of these gentlemen 
can bo brought to the aid of tiic gentleman from 
Massachusetts, though 1. should peremptorily 
decline their supjwrl. 

Under this state of facts, it is suggested that 1 
should decline; and lelegrapliic dispatches have 
been transmitted in every tlirection to create a 
public imprcs'.sion iliat I am an o].)Stacle to the 
organization, anil, by ihu.si placing nic in a false 
position, to constrain mc to a course of action 
which does not commend itself to my convic- 
tions of duty or honor, with a design, as it seems 
to mo, not so much to promote the election of 
the gentleman from Massaclmsetts as to embar- 
rass those who have thus iionored me, and, in my 
name, h.eld out to the friends of that gentleman 
the olive branch of conciliation and peace. 
. Sir, I need no suggestion from any quarter to 
press on me considerations of publie- duty or 
personal interest in rehition to th.is or any other 
subject. 1 have not been quite so passive a spec- 
tator of this contest as to Jiavc been inattentive 
to sucii considerations. I need no monitor to 
remind me of my duty or my interests; least of 
all, such a monitor as has so I. himseif up to instruct 
the members of fliis House in the line of their 
duty, aiid to hokl it in awe by the lash of a pow- 
erful press. 1 am the Icccjicr of my own hoitor, 
nnd 1 shall judji,e for myself, fearless of open 
deiuinciations or covert ii!.';inuations5 come from 
vvliat qiuirtcr they niiiy, what my obligaiionsare 
to myself, to my constituents, and to my country. 
And'l have now to soy, once for all, that when- 
over it shall appear to mc that tlie continuance of 
my name i n nomination shall have even a tendency 
tod(.'laythe organization, I shall without a mo- 
ment's hesitation, ask my colleague who placed 
it there to v/ithdraw it. It will co;i{ mono sacri- 
fice to do so; for, if I had over induiTre<l any desire 
for success, I have long ceased to look u]")onitas 
probal.de, or even jn-acticable. Till then 1 shall 
r.ontiiuu; so occupy the position v.'hich 1 liave 
maintained hitherto, from the beghnung of the 
coiUcst. I shall, in that event, be enabled to ])re- 
scnt to tliosc gentlemen who have thus concen- 
trated their voies upon me, a reason for declining 
tlieir KU]niort, the force of which, I doubt not, 
they will be among the first to appreciate, in the 
absence of f.ucli a reason, I shor.ld be guilty of 
a gross dereliction of honor and good faith, 
and imwDrihy the respect of my peers in this 
Ijodv, if .1 were tinis contemptuously to shalce 
the dust of my feet, in ;.hc faces of those geiitlu- 
mc!i. 1 1 lias been intimated that 1 might purchase 
pos-'ition in this .House and Ijcfore the country by 
v.utlulrawiiig in}' name from the contest. Sir, J 
ask no posiiion, iii the T.J ciuse or elsewhere, to 
v/hich i am not Jnsiiy entitled. ] wish to earn 
for myself no factitious importance: least of all, 
to df) "so at tlie expense of my own self-ri.spect, 
and liie sacrifice of my own honor. 



!| Now, .sir, I pass to the matter of the interroga- 
tories. l lnivcnotread them. I have hoard them 
; read but indistinctly at the Clerk's table. They 
I involve, if I correctly understand their general 
I tenor, questions of grave im]jortance, dcn\aiiding 
i for a response deliberate consideration . Of course 
\ \ i could not be expected now to respond to them; 
j and I am free to say that, had I examined them, 1 
j could not, under present circumstances, bo in- 
i duced to trouble the House witli any reply. It 
I will be time enough for me seriously to consider 
j the propriety of answering these, or any other 
j interrogatories, wlien there shall appear t(.> l.)e<i 
1 more general purpose seriously entertained to use 
my name in this contest. 

Sir, 1 am no party to the contract imjdied by 
the resolution of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
! and the vote which has been given in supjiort of 
j it. I voted to lay the resolution on the table, and, 
I that failing, I voted squarely against, its udoiilion. 
i I am, therefore, in no measure responsible for its 
;j passage, nor in any degree committed to the line 
il of conduct which it indicates. I agree most fully 
'l to thegenci'al principle affirmed by the resolution; 
but, as I view it, that principle has no applica- 
bility 1.0 the business now before the House. The 
Spcfiker of this body is .sciectcd to preside over 
its deliberations, to conduct its iiroceedings, and 
to preserve ordta- ait l decorum — fimctions which 
in no respect involve any political principle. They 
involve the princijdes of pcr'^onal integrity, im- 
i partiality, and caj)acity, and, on these points,! 
j have only to say, that, if the general tenor of my 
life and conversation, open to all men, and my 
intercourse with t.hc members of this House, do 
not aflbrd sullicient guarantees in these respects, 
j they arc as free to reject as they arc to elect. 
! It may be sfiid , Mr. Clerk, that the Speaker has 
in his power the appointment of the committees 
i of the House. Has may or ntay not be so. 

I There is no existing hiw, rule, or resolution, 
{ which vests this authority in that odiccr. When 
! we shall have elevated to the chair any lionorable 
j member of this body to preside over its delibcra- 
i tions — when we sliall have comniittud to such 

i member the preservation of order and decorum, 
lithe jn-ojier time will have arrived to determine 
ji whether his character and jirincipies be such as 

I I to Justify us in intrusting to iiim so important and 
ji responsi'hle a pov.'er. .. 

ii But, sir, if it were true, that by any existing 
.1 regulation the Spea!c<;r would ex rfficio ))ossos.s 
'■ tiio power to appoint the committees, or it becon- 
;| templaied, according to established usiige, to vest 
il that jxiAver in him, i do not see how the principle 
iiemmciated by the resolution could have any 
iiprojjcr relation to the selection of that oflicer. 
II The duty of the Sj.ieakor, in the appointment of 
I' connnittee:v, is fixed by a well-duhned, though 

too often disregarded, princi]>lcof j.tarliameiitary 
i law. He would he bound by .that prijiciple, and 
; ought, and douhtless would be required, uniler 
: the piun of removal, Avh.atever might be his indi- 
! vidual opiiiions or j)crsonal preierencos, to con- 
stitute the sianding coinmiitees upon the variou.s 
liranches of the public service, in coui'ormily t.o 
,ihe asceriaim.'d si.'iuiiiieuis of a m;ijority of lhc 
\ T-[ou:5e. 1 f, is a rule ol' jiariiami.'ntai'y hiW,'equally 
. v.-ell defuH.-d — liiough this, tuo. has been t(io ire- 
queiitly disregarded — tiuit select or special com- 
ijmiltees are to be constituted of a majority at 
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least of the rrieiuis of the moasurc referred" to 
tJiera, however odious it may be to the House 
or to its presiding oUiccr. I confess, therefore, 
that with these views I cannot sec the necessity 
01" propriety of instituting an inquisition into 
tlie )>eculiar poHtical opinions of candidates, es- 
pecially with such extreme nicety as character- 
izes the points made by the intcrro^i;atories of 
iJic geiuleman from Tennessee. It seems to me 
Uiat cnougli ouc?ht to be known of any gentle- 
man, fit tor such a position, without subjecting 
iiim to the humiliation of submitting himself to 
be questioned and cross-questioned m tliis Hall 
n'fe to all the minute points and phases of his 
political principles, and that, too, with all the 
litik" chicanery of the bar-room and the hustings. 
For myself, aw, I am siuisiicd to be judged, and 
to stand or fall, by my past political life, and the 
record which 1 have niade in the public service; 
to which ] beg leave to refer the inquisitive. 

I will make no pledge, subject myself to no 
test, submit to no condition or humiliation to 
insure success. 

And now, sir, not desiring fm*fher to occupy 
the attention of the House, I have only to su'y 
again that, in my position and witJi my views, I 
most respectfully decline to be put through tlie 
catechism. 

In conclusion, Mr. Clerk, 1 mny illustrate my 
position 1)V the point of an anecdote of boyhood 
days. It is now S-iUurday afternoon, and there 
are doubtlrss arouii3 nie many who, v/ith me, will 
associate, while life lasts, with that time vivid 
recollections of ilie delectabic exercises in the 
smaller and larger catechism wherewith wo were 
initiated into the rudiments of the ^Ve^xniinster 
Confe.ssion of i'^uith. 1 remember oii one of these 
occa.sions to have hmt scateji by a waggish 
j'Oimgster, who, upon being- called up and asked 
what progress ho liad made in his catechism, 
very naively rejdiiid, that he had got beyontl 
"eiloctii.'il calliiijr." [Hoars of laughter.] 

Mr. BAPtKSDA-LE, The interrogatories, Mr. 
CJerk, wliich I propose io put, to t!ie gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Baxks.] ! intend for all 
the g(;iitli;men who are caiidichites fur the sjieak- 
ership; and, in ordt;r that the Mouse atid the 
gentlemen to v/hom they tire propounded may 
understnnd them, I will now read tliem: 

Ar«! you now a mninbor of the American or 
Know iS'othing party? 

Are you in iavor of abolishing slavery in the 
District of Columbia, the United States forts, 
dock-yards, cvc. ? 

Do you believe in the equality of the white and 
black' races in the United States; and do you wish 
to promote that equality by legislation? 

Are yoti in favor ot' the entire exclusion of 
do)Ued citizens and Roman Catholics from office? 

Do you favor the same modification — and this 
question [ iiueud particularly for the gei'itlenian 
from ?vlassachuselts, [Mr. Tja.vus] — of the tarili' 
now whi<'!i you did at tiielastsession ofCongress? 

Mr. BliVCfliAM. 1 insist that, befoie anymore 
interrogatories arc put, those v/hich 1 have pro- 
pounded be answered. 

The CLEllfv. Does the gentlcma.n from Alis- 
sissijipi withdraw his interrogatories for the pres- 
ent ? 

Mr. BARKS DALE. No, sir. 
Mr. RICHARDSON took the floor. 



The CLERK. Does the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi vi(dd to the gentleman from Illinois? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I do, sir. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I wish to answer the 
questions propounded. 

Mr. KENNETT, (interrupting.) I ask whethet 
it is in order to put one or two more interroga- 
tories in addition to those propounded by the 
gentleman from Mississippi? I should like to 
know of each candidate for the speakershij), in- 
cluding my friend from Nev/ Jersey, [Mr. Pen- 
xixGTON,] whether he believes in a future stat« 
or not? [Laughter.] And then, provided lie 
answers that question affirmatively, 1 desire to 
know whethcrhc believes itwill be a free or aslave 
stale ? [Roars of laughter.] 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I would say to the gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Kemxktt] that, if 
he intends by that interrogatory to cast any re- 
flection upon me, either directly or indirectly— - 
[excitement, and cries of " No ! no!"] — I hurl it 
back with all the scorn, derision, ami contempt 
which its insolence asid impudence so justly 
merits. [Loud'cries of " Order !" " Order!"] 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call the gentle- 
man to order. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Sir, he has no right tiy 
call me to order; and I demand by wiiat right he 
calls me'to order? [Continued cries of" Order!" 
and much confusion in the Hall.] 

Mr. CAAIPBELL. I again call the gentleman 
[Mr. Barksuale] to order. 

Mr, GROW. I move that the Ilou^e do now 
adiourn. 

Mr. IvENNETT. 1 have only to remark, Mr. 
Clerk, that the letior of my questions must have 
been misunderstood by the House, if it lliiiiks they 
v.-ere designed to reflect on the gi;n;!''!!.an from 
Mississipj)i, [Mr. Bark shale.] They were 
intended good-naturedly. And I have to say 
further, that no gimtleman in this Hoiise or out of 
it need expect to intimidate me, or to insult me in 
this manner. I have made all the apology. Mr. 
Clerk, that I intend to make. That apology was 
made to the H.ous(!. 1 did not intend my remarks 
to be luulcrstood in any but a jocular way; but 
I consider, at the same timt.- , that the ronarks made 
by the gentleman [Mr. BAttKHUAi.Ej about Ameri- 
canism fully justify me in putting sucii a query. 
[Cries of " Good !" " Call the roll ! "] 

The CliERK. Does the geiUleman from Petni- 
i5vlvania insist on ids motion to adjourn? 
'Mr. GROW. I do, sir. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. RiciiAiiDsox] is on tiie floor. Let us hear 
ivhat lie has to say. 

The Clerk put the question on adjournment, 
and the motion was iu.>[. agreed to. 

?Jr. RiCHARrJSON. 1 have rec(Mved a copy 
of the iiupiiries i.>ropc)unded by the geiiileman 
from Ohio, [Mr. I'lN-onAM.] 1 b.ave looked over 
these interrogatories, and it seenis to me that 
[ have answ(!i-ed them Mibstamially, v/iih the 
exception of the fir.--t and fif!!:. I r(;l'er tiKitg(;n- 
tleinan, tliercfore, to the remarks submiited by 
me this morning, for lity atiswcr to his queslioiis, 
with the exception of those I have indicated. 
The first iiKiUii'y is: 

Do you lioid UiiU tlio Conslimtioii of ilic U.'iit^'d .States 
oxUMKii; lu, aiiil is of lull ihiw within i!ie ssoveral 'i'oiTito- 
rie.-; llioritoi":" 
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fn reply to tliis interrogatory I have to say 
riiat I dorccoc^uizo the Conslitntion of the United 
Slates as extending over the Territories, so fa)' 
as it is applicable to their condition. That is my 
answer to the first. 

The fifih is in tlic following lan^unge: 

O CO 

Do yoi! i!Ol;i liinr, undor t!iu Coii^tiTJitioii, n pnrson Imld 
to servii.'0 or Inhnv within --alil T^•l•ritv^I■y. o-.cnpiiii: tiu;n'fVoiii 
iiiM> any f^iiito in tlii^ IJnidii, cm hu rot'l:iiiii(i(l iukI'.M' t!i(.' 
lii-iilivn .- lavc jaw ; (ir i.-s wm-ii |)r>rson wiiiiin liu; tixtradilioit 
<'i!:u.-(' of the i-i;coml soction of tiie rouilli ailifli; o!" the 
ConsliJiiiion 

In reply to (hi« T have to say that, hy the ex- 
press terms of the hill organi:-:ing tiic Territories 
of Kansas and Nebraska, and oth(.'r Territories 
organized subsequent to the jias.sage of the fugi- 
tive shive law, that law goes inlu operation in 
those Tcrritoriers. 

Nov.', sir, as to die nlher interrogatories pro- 
poiindcd by the gentleman from A.l.ississi])pi, 
[Mr. IjAIUcsdai.!:,] i have to say the.t 1 belong 
to no Know Notliing or American organisation. 
I boloiig to no secret political orgiuiiv.ation. 

I. am oppOsc'd to t].\e abolition of slavery in the 
District of Cnhimbia. lam ojijioscd to interl^?rence 
wii.li it in the doek-yerds, or anj' place else, by 
the Congress of the United States. 

I bolievr that (lie Alnug'ity made the negro i)i- 
ferior to tlie white man. i do not believe jy-on can 
pla.ce tiieni upon an equality, unless yo\i bring 
down tiie while man to his level; and I am op- 
poses! to liiaf. 

Jn re])!y to tluj frctious inquiries ef my friend 
froivi i\lissouri, [Air. Kt;_vi:ett,] 1 have to say 
1 am sornciimes afraid thai, in lliai i'nture state 
in Y/b(fl; I believe, he, myself, and some of our 
associates iiere. will nut be i'lee. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LvENML'/rT. 1 am vesy glad, Ivlr. Clerl:, 
tJiat tile aenllenian -iVom ill!n()!S [lAJr. Ricuaud- 
so:j] isg!'llinga lirile anxious about his cojidi- 
tiouj as well as the.t of oilier members of t!u; 
House. I tiiinklii- has ^'reat cause. [Lau..'^-hter.] 

Mr. RICRAilDSON.^' I em very anrcious, not 
oid.y in ri.'rcr;'nee to myself, but in relation to my 
IVietid from Missouri. Ihit, si)-, i am informed 
that 3 o;n:Ued one of thi' quest iosi:'. propounded 
by t he genti-'man from i\lis;:■.;^^sippi, [Mr. IVvuks- 
r-Ai.-K.] ill relation to Calliolics and adopted citi- 
zens. 

Sir, I do not know, nor cnre. Vv'hat a man 's re- 
iigiorts opinions may l.'c. 1 v/ouid as soon support 
a (I!atho!ic. frr oflice as a niaji p"o'",'S.siii'.: any otiu.'r 
r.'.'ligion, iirfi\ide(l he was f|iialiriod, a.ed his polit- 
ical seniiments corresponded v.-ith niy own. ! 
think, sir, in reference to this Government of 
ours, that our only safety, or at |i?ast, that our 
greatest s;d\'ty, upon this h-ubject of religiovi, is in 
carrying out. lla; p.oiii-y n{ vor to carry our religion 
into iioiiiic-!, and n"ver caj-ry our politics to 
chun h. Th"y ••"■re uisiiiict ;uid sepruTite — .'ukiI- 
tfTeJ.Jy so. A (.':ithii!ic is as rnucl) ejitit'ed to 
jiroter-^!.;!) in liii^; c^piuary as those of any Ovher 
religiA':. \ liave iio jir. judice age.inst lhe(.'ai!)o- 
lics. i!"r liave !. au'ejnsi, t<!r''ii:ners. I voted, t.iic 
last time I voted, in nrv' owii State, ior an adojiied 
eitiz-'t! : ai'ii 1 (>X|>e<'i to vote lorlhein in .'"iiinreas 
of(;->: ;■.■! i!:eyaru }>iv!-;(.nted , provided ijK^y arc 
qiia!ifi;il. 

j\.r.-. iliXGJTAM. T!ie honora!)le g'^ntleman 
fi'Oi!! liiiiV'is [Mr. ]!ic.iiAinjs')>.'] has .-c.-lu ;! to the 
i-I(;u'-;-: (';;o, lii' iv.is a !is\Ver;'!l :v oi'my o'V'sJous 
e;-:oe' ' ■;■ iifdt. I ber: h?.-::i)--h '.h'K^ 



gentleman Vvhethcr, in his remarks, he lias given 
any reply to my second, third, fourth, and sixth 
interrogatories; and will the gentleman rcsjx»nd 
to tliose questions 

Mr. RICHARDSON. In reply to tlie gentle- 
man from Ohio, I have to sa3'^t]mt.*I substantially 
responded to his interrogatory tliis morning. 

Mr, BINGHAM. In wliat way lias the gen- 
tleman an.svtered the second, third, fourth, and 
sixth questions which 1 had the honor to submit 
to him? 

M.r. RICHARDSON. I said, in my remarks 
this morning, that, in my opinion, the people of 
a Territory hfi-ve the right either to csttd^hsh or 
prohibit Alrican slavery. I think that is an an- 
swer to the gentleman's question. 

Mr. BTNGHAjM. Does the gentleman moan 
to be understood assaying that the jieople of the 
Territory of Kansas can, Ijy tcrrilorUil enactment, 
establisli or prohibit African slavery therein.' 

Mr. R!Cr[ARDSON. 1 do not wish to siiigle 
out a parti<.'ular instance. 

Mr. 13INGHAAI. Mr. Clerk, I submit to the 
House that the honoralde gentleman ironi Illinois 
has not answered my several interrogatories, 
either directly or indirectly, and I insist upon full 
and explicit aiisv.^crs thereto. 

Mr. COBB, of G'corgia. 1 object to those in- 
terrogatories. Tin.' iuiswers of t'je gentleman 
from Illinois and fA' other gentl(nnen have been 
given., and have gone totlic country. The country 
will determine whether the questions of the.gon- 
tlema,n from Ohio [Mr. BtxcarAM] Imve Ijeen an- 
sv.'cred. It is n.ot for any gentleman here to rise 
iuul jiropoimd v(;r!>al questions. 1 objecti>d to ic 
v.'hen it came from the gentkiman frfnn ?dissi8- 
sippi, [IS'Ir, Bauk«ua!.k,] and 1 objiMH now v/hen 
it comes from another quarter. I insisi ujion' pur- 
suing the regular course laid out this morning, 
and which v.'c have jMU'SU'.'d. 1 repeat, the an- 
svi-ers of the gentleman from Illinois have gono 
to the country, and the country v.-ill judge of 
their pertinimce. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If the questions liavc not 
been answered, hov.' will the i^ouuir}'' judge .' 1 
have put no question to tiie gentleman v.diich was 
not reduced to writing by me. 

?%Ir. COBB. The ipiestions, with tlie answer.^, 
have gone to the count r}', anc! it will be I'or the 
country to determine v.d'ietheraliey are pertinent 
or not. 

I\ir. ST.'VrsTO??. That <Trtain!y is ruillicient. 
1 thiidv that ought to be satisiactory to my col- 
league, [Mr. B!:;f;tiAM.] 

2\lr. BiNGIlATVl. I stibanitted, in v.-riting, » 
,serii;s of fjue.-^tions. as a.u.ihm'i/.ed by tlii' re.-ioiu- 
tion ol' tiie House. S.une of tliese ([iiesiions 
have not h-een an^;Wl:"n;•d. They v.'-'re res;>e' ifuliy 
and properly su!)rnit;f(!, and I h:r.'i; ii riglit to 
insist upoi) an a.nsv.-er to th;'in. 

Mr. COLM. 1 < a!! ta order; th':: gentlenKUi fron 
Ohio is out of order. 

:,1r. BINGHAM. Tl!<- res-lation par:-'d b> 
the i loiisi' ve;"-:i( rd;iy aiiih^r;;'.! d iJi.'-se iuici-roga- 
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i'a.q!l;''d. il'M m-'a.:! aiiylanji:'. laal the {p;-:rionfa 
shouid I'l' a.iiswered. 

j\Ir. COi;n. [ < to ova r. I insist, that it 
.shall b- e;,l' 

Tl: ■ rTd'ilM. No eiv'er ;M-mJ,. !y ibo 

IL • li; tie ivaUier: l.iet i; w:- : :vr ' - com- 



